7 2 8 9 = - 3 p m * ” . . 
4 * nen "LM at read ; 9 - n N e 2 — ä 
5 * 2 h - 
, 0 5 
2 * 4 * 
- £4 ; N 
* 2 5 
, 
% . 
= 


-MEMORIALS 


OF THE 


Abbe, de la Ville, 


Together with 3 
The FRENCH King's 


DECLARATIONS, 


E Tranſmitted by the ſaid Miniſter to the 


STATES GENERAL 


q OF THE 
UNITED PROVINCES; 


As Likewiſe the 


As 0 their Reſolution "Þ 
the PI of November N. 9, 14 


; 7 BY AvrnortTy.. 
CR 5 ag es” 
| DUB L 7 N: 


Printed for G. Faviinzs,inEſer-frect; A. Ba AD 
| Lzy, at the Two Bibles, and R. Jams, oppoſite 


| Sycamore A. 95 * 42747 


R p * 
* er — 
Fa: "BEAT 3 d 
- EN * ; ** IS . 1 
8 4 > 436% S. 
* " * 
* 8 4 _ . 4 p . * 
N ix * , 
q 92 1 a — * 
hl 4 s 
5 2 * — 
hs 8338 * en 7 ae 
N * * * PS 
Wann ,! 


3 KE „ oe EE LIES Www £5 oe 


* 


*4 


e 


Ot —̃ — ot ů OH BT 2 K—ũrẽĩ ²mäãĩ ow rs 5 


* 9s > 


35% irrte 4k 5 a6; 
HATS Or T%Y At 7 ee 


neun, he e = Amo t 
W . Ti A 35 4 April N. 1 174. IF: 
ps J Vid 2200 1 2 EE, ISA S Id >.) J 
Nes . Mighty L SCE 4 Yon Qi? 4 en 
HE King has — me to communicate 
to your High Mightineſſes the Declaration, a 
Co of avhich I have the Honour to ſend you in- 
d ee FO TRLONT IT hh NN 


elo | 0 

-. Your Lich Mightineſſes, will thereby ſee, the 
juſt Motives that have determined the, 
Operations, of which his Majeſty has been at laſt 
obliged to approve the Plan; and you will at the 

e Lime Obſerve, that the King's Intentions are 

a bath with regard to the Rereſt | 
ment of the Peace, apc, pes to che true In- 
tereſt. of the United Provinces: .- bin, 

His Majeſty is ſo much the more "concerned. 00 
2 . 2 into a Neceſſity of — 
ar, as your N is perhaps going to 
the Scene of it; and his Majeſty, deſires nothing 
more ſincerely, than to inſpire your High Mighti - 
neſſes, Whilſt it is yet Time, with Reſolutions ſuit- 


able t0 — Frudence, and to the Wiſdom of your 


Goveram 

It — eee upon 8 High and 
Mighty Lords, to to prevent the Dangers which your 
State is threatned with 4 and, by. taking uſeful Pre- 


cautions for the Security and Tranquillity of your 


—.— your may yet open the Way to a General 
. is An . ele and not your Poſſeſlons, 

the King is deſirous of acquiring; and his Ma- 
bs would cagerly embrace Opportunitics of g giving 


you, in ſo; critical a | + Pin the moot; 1 Froots 
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Having thus executed the King's Orders, there 
is nothing left for me but to renew. to your High 
Mightineſſes the Homage of my profound Reſpect, ; 
and my grateful Acknowledgment of the Marks of 
Favour, which your High Mightineſſes have hither- 
to vouchſafed to honour me with, and which I beg 
your High Mightineſſes will be pleaſed to cont 
to me. Doneat — the 1 5th of ont 1 74, a 
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-'. of .#he "King ' to vow States 
. TO 


LTHOUGH che King has hitherto hag the 
Z" moſt lawful Grounds to complain of the un- 
ad Succours, which the United Provinces fur- 
niſn to the Queen of Hungary, his Majeſty has been 
unwilling to conſider the Stares General as his direct 
Enemies. 245 99 

His Majeſty's Cents Repard for ain; and the 
Ptopclitions that have been made to them, on dif- 
ferent Occaſions; by his Miniſters, are Monuments 
of the ſincere Diſpoſitions, which his Majeſty has 
always had, not only to keep the Seat of War at a 
Diſtance from the Territory, and even from the 
Neighbourhood of the United Provinces, but alſo 
to procure them the Glory of effectually contribut- 
ng to reſtore Peace among the Belligerant Powers. 
It was with this ſalutary View, that, ſo early as 
in the Month of Fuly 1742, the King made the Mi- 
niſters of the Republick the . 7 of his 
pacifick Intentions, and of the juſt and reaſonable 


Conditions upon Which his Majeſty: then conſented 
to terminate the Troubles, Which ee e 
Europe. 

The King, in onder to remove all Doubts. of the 
Uprightneſs and * * his Diſpoſitions, — 
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of the unreſerved Confidence, which he was pleaſed to 
repoſe in the States General, went ſo far as to offer to 


put Dunkirk into their Hands, to be garriſoned by their 


Troops. 
- His Maj eſty has from that time forward conſtantly 


ofeſſed the ſame Moderation, and the ſame Deſire” of 


econciliation, without having had the Satisfaction of | 


inſpiring: the United Provinces with Sentiments ſo 
agreeable to the private Intereſt of their Republick, 
| and to the common Advantage of all Nations. 
Not contented with exciting the Zeal of the States 
e by ſecret Steps, the King propoſed to them by 
a publick Memorial, which his Miniſter preſented to 
22 in the Month of September 1745, the aſſemblii 
of a Congreſs, in order to progeed immediately, a 
in Concert, to the great Work of a Peace. 
In ſhort, it was not poſſible for the King to give the 
States General ſtronger Proofs, than he did, of his 


Affection and Confidence in them, or to go greater 


= ths in the Managements he has had for them. 

e Managements ſhould ſtill ſubſiſt, if the Rea- 
fond. of War, and the Security of the Conqueſts, 
which his Majeſty has made from the Queen of Hun- 
gary, did not require at his Majeſty's Hands the moſt 
ſpeedy and — eue againſt the Deſigns of 


his Enemies. 
* * than a a 


If the Republick had not al 
on her T erritory, and did not furniſn them thoſe- 
abundant Succours of all Kinds, which they draw from 
thence ; the King would not be under the indiſpenſable 
Neceſlity of RY thoſe manifold Means of per- 
petuating, in ſpite of him, a War, which has ad 
laſted but too long. 

. *Tis . theſe Circumſtances then, together with the 
Conduct of the States General, and theſe only, that 
have forced his Majeſty to leave the General of his 
Troops at liberty to take all the Meaſures, without 
Diſtinction, which his Ability and Experience in the 


the 


Art of War may ſuggeſt to him, in order to hinder 
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che Enemy Armg from diſturbing) thedawful Polit» 
3 Conqueſts, and to eſtabliſh the Tran- 
guillity of che People new] 7 redueed ta his Obedience. 
His Majeſty — lawfully have marched his Army 
into 4 States ag” = at the Begin- 
ning of mpaign, upon their granting a 
Freat there to the Troops of the Enemies of — 
— being perſuaded har they acted. fincerely in the 
ps Which they were then taking with him 4 
a 8 he ſuſpended the Execution of an Enterprize 
which would have been equally juſtifiable by the "5a 
War, and by the weak Condition of the Allied 
my; and the King attended more to his on fa- 
— Idea of the rere Good - Faith of the 
Republick, than to an Opinion ſpread generally over 
Europe, that, under the ſpecious Fretext of a Nego- 
tdzation, the real Intention af the States was to Lein 
Time, in order to put off the Danger they 
threatned with, and to; prepare themſelves — greater 
- Efloxts.in the View of continuing che War. 
Iheſe Surmiſes are confirmed by the Difcultcs, 
which they affectedly ſtarted from the firſt Opening of 
the Conferences at Hrada; Difficulties as unforeſeen, as 
they were contrary to the formal Engagements, which, 
they had entered into with the King; and which ſeem 
to Scam been contrived;with no other View, but to 
embarraſs. more: and mgre the gs of Peate, 
and to prevent their Succels. 0 
Be this Motive however tes or 2 -(though- the 
Event makes it but too | probable ;) as the Dutch 
Troops entered the Territory of Frauce in 1744, in 
che Plains of Liſie and Ci/oing, without the States Ge- 
neral pretending by that Invaſion to make War direct - 
V againſt the King; his Majeſty declares, that, 
though Neceſſity has obliged him to invade the Ter- 
ritory of the Republick, he has no age ps to break 
with her; but only totſtop or prevent the dangerous 
Effects of that Protection. Which ſhe: grants to the 


92 of the Queen of Hungary and King of England. 
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It would not be;reafonable to require, that, the King 
mould, to, his, own. Prejudice, carry his Scruples 10 
far, as to pay — — to the pretended Neutrality of 
Powers, Who aſſiff his Enemies, whilſt they commit 
the greateſt Oppreſſions againſt the Allies of his Ma- 
jeſty, and even againſt Countries that have never tranſ- 
greſſed the Bounds of the moſt exact Impartiality.* _ 
The King however, in order to reconcile, as far g 
may be, what he owes to himſelf with the Sentimenk 
of that Good-will which he ſtill preſerves for the 
States General, has given expreſs Orders to the Com- 
manders of his Army; to take Care that the French 
Troops, which ſhall enter the Territory of the Uni- 
ted Provinces, obſerve: the moſt rigorous Diſcipline, 
and to direct all their Operations according to the Ne- 
ceſſity of Circumſtances. His Majeſty is ſo far from 
deſiring to diſturb the Religion, the Government, or 
the Commerce of the Republick, that he, on the 
contrary, is determined to grant all Manner of Pro- 
tection to the Subjects of the States General; his Ma- 
jeſty being perſuaded, that their Conduct will be an- 
fwerable to theſe favourable Diſpoſitions 
In fine, to give a ſtill more convincing Proof of the 
9 the King's Deſigns, which have abſolute- 
ly no other View but to diſappoint the Ill-will of his 
Enemies,” and to overcome their Inflexibility to all 
Ways of Reconciliation; hi Majeſty declares, chat 
he will conſider the Places or Countries, which he the 
be oObliged to take for his om Security, no other 
than as'a' Pledge, which he engages to reſtore, às ſoo 
as the United Provinces ſhalt have given clear Proofs, 
that they no longer furniſh to the Enemies of Is 
Cron, thoſe Succours of all- Kinds, which are dne 
of the chief Cauſes of the Continuation of the Wat. 
Ihe King deſires nothing but the Re-eſtabliſhment . 
of the publick Franquillity. upon Juſt and ſolid' Fouh- 
dations; and his Majeſty as this Safety —— 
naeſs of the States General ſo much at Heart, chat he 
_ tould be ſorry to ſee them perſiſt in ſacrificing to 
Foreign Conſiderations, and to unlawful Paſſions, their 
„ : Finances, 
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Finances, their Troops, their Poſſeſſions, their Thn- 
Aller, and Perhaps the F orm of their Government, 


lee of the Abbs de u Ville 8 Memorial of the 
Lai} 1 21t of a e Meer 20 


' High 2 Mighty Lords, + 3% Sono ot bevy 
| Jing the Honour to tranſmit” to "your: High 
Mightineſſes the incloſed Declaration, which the 
King has commanded me to communicate to you- 
I beg your H. M. will allow me to embrace this 
new O pportunity of offering you the Homage of m 
profound Reſpect: Done at the Camp of pgs near 


{44.% } 


rT RE King bas not Apevedk Be his Principles. 
His Majeſty, always warmed with the Deſire of 


to all the Nations that feel the Calamities of the War, 
in his Enemies, and their Allies. 


taking in Conſequence thereof, for more than five 
Years paſt, , elpecially*with the States General, are 
17 5 to all Europe; but the Uprightneſs of his 
Majeſty's Intentions has met with no other Return from 

is Enemies, but Inflexibility ; and the very Advances, 
Which he has made towards putting an End to the 


| ” War, have only been artnbuted to mls nal o 


; | nnen. Aa 

| The King was in Hopes, that his Declaration of the 
17th of April laſt would have had fome Effect; bur 

i had the Diſſatisfaction to ſee, that it has only been 

anſwered by Meaſures and Proceedings very oppoſite 

to the Diſpoſitions which his Majeſty had therein ex- 

e 5 and the e which the States General have 
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obſerved, 


Fours! n of = op 171 U Kl hay 
oY ed) ! 0 67 Beit 
. 7% Abbe de la Ville. % n 
N (3 nn 
h 7 Trayjatin of the Declaration.” 00 arty 


oring Peace, not only to his Subjects, but likewiſe 
has left Nothing undone, to raiſe the ſame posen 
The Steps which his Majeſty has never.ccaſad- from 


— 


che Republick; lias not wade anz, enen 


** 
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obſerved, Gems to declare, that they bee preferred 
Hatred to Friendſhip, the Deſolation of their Coun- 
try to the Tranquility of their People, - Ithafion>co: 
Truth, and private Intereſts to the the Ha of the 
whole Body of the. Republick? Na BY Ry 
His Majeſty however has been 1 to ſuſpend 
his Sk on theſe Appearances z and the Change 
that has happened in the Donetich Adminiſtratio 


King's. Sentiments. #221 4 £ 212 121 01 

But every Thing has is Bounds ; ; yrs Fe, Majeſty 
thinks Bima obliged by what he 9wes to the Secu⸗ 
rity - gin; op and of che People he has con- 
quered, to 17 on inemployingthe propereſt Methods ta 
cut off the Reſources of all Kinds which his Enemies 
find. ſo ahundantly in the Dominions of the Republick, 


and which have very far exceeded n of. the ” 
Treaties, chat ſue has ſo often appealẽd to. 


The King is however ſtill pleaſed to ce e 
Hich Mightineſſes, that the ame, Motives which 
forced. him, at the Beginning of this Campaign, to 
make his Troops enter upon the Territory of the 
United: Provinces, may ſtill require, that the General 
of; his Army bid ena ſame Plan in directing 
his farther Meaſures, as well with, regard to the mili- 
. as to the Subliſtance of hir Majeſty's 

opel zii in:: 

Tbe King, more alfeied: with the eblick: Calami- 
ties, chan intent upon his own Aggrandiſement, ſtill 


| eeliretithizhe fume e that the States Gene- 
ral may mak 


e no other Uſe: of their Power, and of | 
their Credit with their Alles, „ hos With 


the Deſire of a General Reconciliationn 


I gives his Majeſty the deepeſt Concern, to find 
1 obliged to have recourle to Force, in 
order to a Peace, which he ought to expect — 
bis Moderation only, and from the Sentimen⸗s of * | 
— [IRON e cmmon co Al 1 ations. 
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of his military. Operations againſt the Re 
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- Reſolutions of their High Mightineſſes ond States 


. General * the United Provinces. bi, 


* 7 ueſday, Nov. 7. 17475 N. . 
 EPORT was via by M. Pick van Zoelen, and 
the other Deputies of their High Mightineſſes 
be Foreign Affairs, who by virtue ot, and in Obedi- 


enee to the Commiſſion given them by Reſolution of 


the 15th of April laſt, have examined a Memorial 
ſented to their High Mightineſſes the ſame by M. 


de la Ville, "Miniſter to his Majeſty the King o 2 i 
by which that Miniſter communicated his ſaid Maje- 
ſty's Declaration, importing, That his Majeſty had re- 


felved to have no farther Management for the Territory 


of the Republick, and that he bad-allowed the General of 
bis Troops to take, without Diſtinction, all the Meaſures 


aobich his Ability and Experience in the Art of War, 


Suggeſt to bim: "Abd the ſame Deputies. having like- 
wile, in conſequence of, and obedience to à farther 


Commiſſion given them by Reſolution · of the 27th 


of September laſt, examined the Memorial of the 
ſaid M. de la Ville, which was rrad in the Aſſembly = 
the ſame Day, and to which was annexed a farther De- 
claration of his ſaid Majeſty, containing his Intentions, 


both with regard to Peace, and to che Continuation 


publicx. 
After Deliberation upon the Premiſes, the Aſſembly 


has found good, and reſolved to give M. dela Ville in 
Anſwer to his ſaid. Micmorials; and 6 
annexed to them: 


That their High Mightineſſes Jane not hither- 


to anſwered the firſt Memorial, and its annexed De- 

claration, - becauſe that a Piece, whoſe : chief and only 
Tendency is, to lay before them ſo unfriendly a De- 
nunciation as, That his Majeſty the Ring of France 


would no louger manage the Territory 7 = Republick, 
and that their High Mightineſſes were to expect Hoſtili- 


ties from his A * their J. . when and 


4obere- 
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efoever Circumſtances ſhould BE them 3 
2 the Security of his Majeſty's Conguęſts againſt the Do- 
Ant of his Enemies, who might attempt to turb bim 
_— ſhould require; did not ſeem to want any other 
"Anſwer, but the actual Exertion of thoſe Means 
which the Laws of God and Nature preſcribe And 
becauſe their High Mightineſſes do not ſee what Good 
could be expected from'any other Anſwer, ſeeing his : 
_ Majeſty had thought fit to put the proj jected Hoſtik- 
ries, with which he threatened' the Republick; actually 
in Execution, That very Day on which the ſaid firſt 
Memorial and its annexed Declaration, were delivered 
to their High Mightineſſes ; and thus warned tliem, if 
à Proverbial * Ty be uſed, with a Word 
and a Blow. | , 
But what has ſince 


ence 2 g widely gem 
the Tenour of the ſaid Declaration, has more fully 
diſcovered his Majeſty's true Deſign; and ſhews plain- 
25 that amidſt ſo many Proteſtations of Eſteem and 
Friendſhip for the Republick, and under Colour of 
deſiring to promote a general Peace, his Majeſty's ſole 
and real Intention i is, to 2 himſelf abſolute Maſ- 
ter of this State, to cruſh it with the Weight of his 
Arms, and to reduce it to his Obedience. The 
Thing is already effectuated in Part; and its being ſo, 
has the more indiſpenſably obliged their High Mighti- 
neſſes to oppoſe it in a more effectual Manner, and to 
expreſs, by all the moſt adequate Ways and Methods, 
their Reſentment of the Injuſtice Peas in ſo flagrant a 
Manner to them and to weir Subjects. They would 
not however proceed to ſuch x Reſolution, without 
q firſt fit ing open to his Majeſty, and at the ſame Time 
impartial Voda, the lawful” Reaſons 
be move them Gs it, the Injuſtice of the Proceedings 
"whit force chem thereto, and the Candour and Since- 
which have been ar all Times, and upon all Oc- 
cafions, the Rule of their Conduct. 
All the World knows, that their High Mightineſ- 
ces, confining their Deſires to the Preſervation of the 
"FITS and rl her lawful Feen, without any 
ö R 5 Ambition 


ragey.; Years before the — 


3 in 2 - Ps WO war 
Aon of clans them a at e = ae 
Neighbours, have ever placed their ty in Defen · * 


 byg/Alliances with thoſe Powers who-arexhe fttelt ta 


protect tham, and whoſe, Intereſts. coincide the moſt 


rhei, te boghoi to 31 27 . * 


oubles-Miere. raiſed, | 


In this View, their Hig h 


defenſive Alliances with 7 the Houſe of Aulitia, and 
with the eee of Greai-Britain, in whoſe: Safety - 
and Pre 
theſe Alliances, as nearly and eflentialy concerned, as 
in their own; and, by theſe Alliancesz//they were ob; 
liged to furniſh not only a limited Suecout᷑ ; but alfa. 
their whole F orce, in Caſe of ra A j ng. even to 
declare War with the Aggreſ ik end 22 1 
When, after the Death Set the 880 —— Charles 


the VIch, his moſt Chriſtian Maſeſiy. undder Colour 


of ſupporting the Fretenſions of che Houſe of Bava- 
ria, cho at the ſame Lime under as ſtrong Obligati- 


ons as their High Mightineſſes-to maintain the. Frag- 


matick Sanction, was pleaſed to form, and execute 


by: an open and effective Attack, the Defign of anni- 


hiring d. the Houſe of Auſtria, or at leaſt of reducing 


it ſo low, as never to be of any farther Weight. in on . 


Affairs of Europe, nor able to maintain, with any 
ur, the Poſſeſſions that ſhould be — — vo cheek 


Jens Imperial Majeſty, Queen of Annen and Bobemic, | 


called upon their High Mightineſſes, in the moſt-tar- 


neſt and ſerious Manner, to fulfill the Engagements 
they had A A 2 err 


, 


Alliances. * 7 eren 
A Thing lo da Leine in ieſelksland, fo ab 
Jowable and void of Reproach among:civiized-Natt- 


ong, as the Fulfithng of Engagements -aqually agree- 


able to the good Faith, upon which they ere =o 


tracted, and to the Intereſts f the Republik - Was 


nevertheleſs found to be'fo, diſagrecable vonhis moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty, that when- the Republic: was, ob- 
jerved-.to, have--any. Diſpoſitions cheretb, alli 


an 


ble Engines were put in Motion, as well within the 


Pn 


rvation they were, even abſtragtgely- — 


® 


_ Sarriloned by their, 
See Top 
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uſe ofz 5 th in the Yor 1 +15 when his”. 
Majeſty began attack the Houſe of Juſtria with. 
open Forces, 8 a formidable Army to the very 
Frontiers of publick, which for à long Time 
kept her Ae e "and; e „in order | 
to intimidate Mightinelſes, 3 1 to Li it 


out, of their . . 


tineſſes from fulfilling 1275 "Repu 
ments, _ 15 Majeſty n Be, to one of 
Abbe Miniſters, in 7195 8 Overture Ne 

* Fett e- ot. the eſe Ideas Were 
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t 
moſt hriſtian Majeſty acted con to the Faith of 
wot His M. C. Majeſty be 2 well aſſured, 
| i if” their High Mi; ghtineffes liſtened to ſuch an O. 
fer, they 8 have Ry ofed cieraſres to be lead 
imperceptibly into that Rnaction, wherein it had omen 
the chief Endeavour to keep them. | 
All this however could not influence their 
Mightineſles Conftancy and Good Faith in fu 
their Engagements, which they bye ever cone as k 
facred ; Th 7 at laſt determined in 1743, to fur- - 
niſh, for the Time, a Succour of Troops to her 
Imperial Majeſty the Ebern of Hungary and Bobemia ; 
and at a Time, when the Houſe of Aufria which had 
been reduced by his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's violent 
and. hoſtile Attacks to the ve Brink of Ruin, was 
een delivered by the viſible Hand of Provi- 
_ dence; an Gabe 8 to take Rreath again. This 
gave ſuch Gffence to i moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, that, 
mn. 95 following Year 1744, their High Mightinefles 
had the Mortification to 1 3% the Auſtrian Netherlands, 


Wich according to Treaties were to ſerve for their 


Barrier, and the Fortreſſes of thoſe Countries, which 
Verde allotted” them for that ! oſe, and garriſoned 
With their own Troops, atta in the ſame hoſtile 
Manner by the Arts hi oſt een Majeſty 
' notwithſtanding that this very was comprehen- 
ded in the Rights and Poſſefhons, which he had gua- 
rantied to teen by a ſolemn Treaty in 1717: Inſo- 
much, that from thenceforth open Violence took the 
of all the other Ways and Methods which had 
bill then been made Uſe of towards che ick. 
Their High Mightineſſes did not fail to make the 
moſt ſerious Neger againſt this Treatment, 


and to declare, that conſidered the Auſtrian Ne- 


Iderlands as a Part of t own Frontier, "as they in 
2 are; and that thus, by attacking them, the 
Republick herſelf was attacked in her Barrier. More+ 


over, they ſent, expreſſy an Extraordinary Deputation 
te his Majeſty, 208 with a View to \ Ciſſnde him 
—Y that Enterprize, a8 to protmowe ue ſalutary 2 5 2 


o 


 _ that Importance ) his mo 
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tremities, and to beg that his Majeſty would 8 
hem ſome — Overtures 44 the Conditions 


which he think proper towards attaining, it 

But, r —— a 'ﬆ 
his. Majeſty's — to Peace, their Endeavour 
were fruitleſs; and they, on the contrary, were ſagn 


A gps pe 3 to =_ not only the whole Au brian Mes ber- 


— ** Bulwark of che Tr ns 
ſubdued, by. _ _— of his Maj 
but alſo many of the principal and * ee 
Strong-Holds of that C Country, which were ſc 
[ay of their Hig Mie ghtineſſes 

aud in which they. kad the e 24 

and diſmantled; whereby they are, abſolutely and ir- 
reparably ſtript and for ever deprived. of a Barrier, 
which coſt ſo much Blood and. 'Freafure in the pre- 
receding War, and was guarantied and ſecured to them 
by. the moſt ſolemn Treaties; and all this without 
Jung the leaſt Regard to the numberleſs and preſſing 


Repreſentations, Inſtances, and Complaints, made 
tom Time to Time by their High Mighrtinefſes upon 


that Subject :---A too manifeſt Proof 5 his Ma * 


true Deſigns againſt this Republick! 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty did not ſtop here : but 
undertook. to. ſupport and foment a Rebellion in the 


Kingdom of Great Britain, begun and carried. on 


under the Direction of the Pretender's Eldeſt Son; 


which, had it been attended with Succeſs, Would 


have brought about a total Subverſion of the Religi- 


ous and Civil Eſtabliſhment in that Kingdom, and thus 


have thrown the Religion and Liberty of the Repub- 
lick, into the moſt eminent Danger. And when their 
High Mightineſſes ſent thither a Succour of their 
Troops, conformably to the Treaties . Nr - 
_ tween his Britannick Majeſty and the Republick, 


(Treaties which oblige to no more than yy _ % 


common Intereſts —— 72 them to do in a Caſe of 
Chriſtian Majeſty reſented 

it ateſh to __ a Degree, that, under the Pretence of 
the ſe 


4 
— 


b contrary to "PR 8 


5 2 © itulati having by; . eee ey were? bountÞ 
chis has becn clearly demon 


theſe 


dugh 185 con 
9 he took "rk from thence to — and 


conſequently to break the Treaty of Commerce con- 
luded in the moſt ſolemn Manner betweerr his Maje- 
and the Republick in the Year 1539“; and like- 

wile to refuſe to exchange or — Republick's 
Troops that were Priſoners of War, „ netwithſtanding 
that the ſame is regulated by a formal Cartel and his 
Majeſty has been pleaſed to perfiſt to chis Day in the 


Pretext U laid hold of 


fc Refuſal, noved the their High 'Mightineſies have 
e 


long ſince rerhoyed 


a for that Purpoſe- : Re A; nu at 20; 


"Whilſt all this was doing, ig moſt Chaſtan Maje- 
ſty, in order ſtil to preſerve ſome Appearance of be- 
ig really diſpoſed to the Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace, 
Tort pr Nahe to their High Mightineſſes by a 
blick Memorial in 1745, the holding of a General 
Congreſs. © But, Experience has ſufficiently —— 
that fuch Aſſemblies ſeldom or never pr 9 
Effect, but tend rather to embroil Nawe dn to clear 
them up, unleſs ſome Preliminaries be concerted. he- 
forchand by the Belligerant Powers. For- this Reaſon 
eir High Mighttinefſes, always prempted -by - the 
ame. ardent and ſincere Defire of bringing about a 
Pacification, which had been the Prineiple of their 


Londuct from the Beginning of the Troubles q endea- 
voured to open andther Way, ich they flattered | 


themſelves would lead more directly to that great End; 
and, ſetting about it with the moſt hearry Zeal, they 
ſent fac vely two Extraordinary Miniſters to his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, not with the ſecret Intention 
of gaining Time, as the above-mentioned Declaration 
does then) the Injuſtice to ſuſpect; but with the: moſt 
fincere* Pefire of Peace, and with the greateſt Up- 
Tigitneſs in the World: This they ſolemnly proteſt; 

and think they have given more than ſuffcient Proofs 
of. But, by Reaſon of the hard and inaeeeptible Con- 


ditions, which 8 Majeſty was for preſeribing to their 
£3 42 a 1 112111 wy * 
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not — and — Negociation . — Bag 
red to the Conferences at Breda, it ſoon appeared there; 
that his Majeſty had. no ſerious Intention that Way. 
For at that — Time, and even before the Con- 
ferences; were begun, Endeavours had been ufed 
on his Part at the Court of Portugal, without the 
Privity either of his Britannick Majeſty, or of their 
High Mightineſſes, towards the opening of another 
Congreſs under the Mediation of his Portugueſe Ma- 
jeſty ; with the Pretext, that their High Mightineſſes 
were not neutral, but ought to be conſidered as a Bel- 
ligerant Power. And when a Difference aroſe about 
admitting to the Conferences: the Miniſters of the 
Courts of Vienna and Turin, whoſe Interglts- were 
Ehiefly to be diſcuſſed there, their Admiſſion was con- 
teſted on the part of his Majeſty 4 although his 6wn 
Ally, the King of Spain, afterwards found it ſo rea- 
ſonable, that he moſt earneſtly inſiſted upon it, as 
well for thofe Courts, as for himſelf; and, ſoon after 
that this Pifficulty was removed, his Majeſty was 
r abruptly to break off the Conferences. . 
This being the true State of Things to the. very | 
wc the Republick's being hoſtilely attacked in 
her on Territory, their High Mightineſſes could not 
but be aſtoniſhed to ſee, that they could think proper 
to aſſert, with ſo much Aﬀectation, in the Declaration 
abovementioned, his Majeſty's particular Regard for 
their High Mightineſſes, his moderation towards them, 
the fincere' Deſire he has always expreſſed of a He- 


coneiliation, in ſo far, that his Maje could not 
fettion and Confidence; nor go greater Lengths in bis 


Ali give them ſtronger Proofs than be did, of bis 


Managements for them ; whilſt with all this it is cer- 
rain, that whoever will compare the ſaid All 

with what has paſs'd, and judge impartially of both, 
muſt be ſtruck with Surprize, and conclude on the 
contrary, that no free and independent State can be 
worſe treated, than their High, Mightineſſes have been 
by his moſt Chriſtian A" ; and That without any 


other 


(383 


ber Reaſon whatſoever, but becauſe they would not 
tenounce their Engagements, becauſe they would not 
ſeparate from their Allies, and, in a Word, becauſe 
they would not ſubmit themſelves: to his Will: and 
N Deſires, to their own Prejudice. 


But, as if all this had not been * the hoſtile 
Invaſien has been continued againſt the :Republick's 


own immediate Territory and ancient Poſſeſſions, 


Which, as well as their Barrier, were guarantied to 


their High Mightineſſes on the Part of his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty by the Treaty of 1717; which, for this 


Reaſon, cannot be confidercd in any other Light, but 
as a Breach of Alliance, the ſaid Treaty being ſtill in 
Force, ſince- their High Migntinciics are not at a de- 
ad War with his Majeſty . 

In order to give a "I ron to this lung, they have 
in the ſaid Declaration alledged two principal Reaſons ; 
but Reaſons, which can as little ſtand the Teſt of Juſ- 
tice, as they are irreconcileable with the _— ne, 


and with the Hoſtilities that have enſued. - 


As to the firſt, namely, That the Reaſon 2 of Tar, 


and the Security of the King's Congqueſts againſt the De- 
figns of bis Enemies, rendered this Irvaſion neceſſary: — 


What does it mean but this, That it is lawitul to in- 


vade and poſſeſs one's ſelf of a Neighbour 's Country, 


whenever it is agreeable to one $ Intereſt ſo. ta do; and, 


that in order to cover one's own Poſſeſſions, he may 
lawfully make himſelf Maſter of thoſe. of his Neigh- 


— ?----A Maxim hitherto unknown in the Law of 


Nations, and in all Countries in the World; and 
. if it were to take place, would put an End to all 
k 


baur's Country, but he may, with the fame Right, or 
rather with equal. Injuſtice, attack his next Neighbour. 
----Theſe are the true Steps to a Univerſal Monarchy; 
and this a Leſſon for all the Powers of the Earth, 
ho are eſſentially concerned in oppoſing ſo pernicious 
an Enterpriſe, founded upon ſo pernicigus a Maxim. 


Be en if _ Reaſon Gece ever . any Force, in 


Fake 4 05 n order 


Safety. Ambition knows no Bounds: No 
es ſhall an Invader have got Footing in his Neigh- 
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order to make it applicable to the preſent Caſe, tha: 
Neceſſity of covering the King's Conqueſts againſt the 
Deſigns of his Enemies, ought actually to have exiſted, 
and yet Dutch Flanders was attacked and reduced by 
his Majeſty's Arms, when there was not a ſingle Man 
of his Enemies in that Country; and conſequently, 
without any imaginable Neceſſity of attacking. it. 
Ihe ſecond Reaſon alledged is, That their High 
Mightineſſes allowed his Majeſty's Enemies a. Retreat 
upon their Territories, and that jbey furniſpbed them with 
abundant. Succaurs of all Kings.-»—It is certain, that, 
when their High Mightineſſes furniſhed Succours to 
their Allies, by virtue of defenſive Alliances which 
ſubſiſted long before that thoſe Allies were his Maje- 
ſty's Enemies, they did nothing but what is authoriſed 
by the Law of Nations, and what Juſtice itſelf re- 
juired of them; neither does ſuch their Conduct fur- 
niſh a lawful Reaſon for attacking them in a hoſtile 
manner upon that Account.-----It is no leſs certain, 
that, when their High Mightineſſes doubled this Suc- 
cour, upon the Occafion of their own Barrier's being 
attacked, this meaſure was the more inconteſtably 
lawful, as it was taken, merely in the Defence of their 
own Rights and Poſſeſſions; and ſo much the leſs can 
it be alledged as a Reaſon for treating the Republick. 
like an Enemy.----And Jaſtly, though their High! 
Mightinefles, after that their Barrier was utterly loſt, 
received the Troops of their Allies into their Territo- 
7 partly for their own Defence, and partly with a 
View to recover with united Force, what had been 
taken from the Allies in common; even this could not 
turniſh a lawful Reaſon for committing Hoſtilities 
: againſt the Republick herſelf; unleſs People will ſup- 
nn poſe, that their High: Mightineſſes are not allowed to 
| make uſe of the Forces of their Allies to cover the Re- 
publick's Dominions and Territory againſt. an Inva- 
ſion; or that it was not lawful for them to put them- 
ſelves in a Condition, and take Arrangements with 
their Allies, in order to recover what had been taken 
from them; but that they ought to have diſmiſſed their 
U . Allies 


c * wx = 
we; "oy 


40 


— 


— 


. 5 * 2 e 
En N . Nr ve S ˙ pry — —Kü—ͤ EE RN 222 . 
42 21 = » * Feet EN £ < mY; I * * „ * th Ant — _—_ 
2 — N 2 be.” * 2 — 2 9 « 
* : 


1 n , 2 ** 3 = by 
5 a ae _ ln 9 9 © T _—_ 
* * 


2332 Gs 
2 « 


| 5 | | Cs hy 


Allies \ Troops and left themſelves to the Diſcretion of 
. thoſe, who had alread deprived them of their Barriet; 
Which is a mere Ablurdity. Moreover, what has 
been faid above, may be —— here, namely, That 
the Invaſion was made in a Place, white not one of 
his Majeſty's Enemies had retreated* All which the 
more er evinces the Groundleſſheſs of the Rea- 


fon abovementioned. 
As to the Reſt, the State of the Caſe cannot be al- 


_ by what is inſtrtod in the Declaration; namely, 


That His Meft Chriſtian Majeſty bas given expreſs Or: 
ders to the Commanders of His Army,” to take Care that 
the French Troops, which ſhall enter the Territory of the 
United Provinces, obſerve the moſt rigorous Diſcipline.; 

Bat His Majeſty was far from defiring to arfturb the 

eligion, the Government,” or the Commerce of the Re- 
publiet, but would on the contrary, grant Her Subject 
all Manner of Protetrion; and that Hit Majeſty would 
eonfider the Towns, whith He ſhould take, only as 4 
Pledge, which be promi ſed tu reſtore?-----The Foint in 
Queſtion here, is, the hoſtile Invaſion which his Ma- 
jeſty has undertaken againſt the Territory of the Re- 
publick, and the violent Reduction (which is ſtill con- 
tintüng) of ſo many of the Republick's Places; with 
Reſpect to which, they may do whatever they pleaſe, 


when once they are in Poſſeſſion of them; for neither 


their High Mi Jightineſies, nor their Subjects, can by 


any means truſt to the fair Promiſes, with which theſe 


hoſtilities are accompanied, and which have no other 
Tendency, but to palliate, if poſſible, the Injuſtice of 
the Proceeding.” 'The Republick's Subj ects want no 
other Protection but that of their awful Sovereign; 


and their High Mightineſſes themſelves can place 


no Cong dec f in tho who ſeize their Peſſeſſons, and 
proteſt at the ſame time, that it is not«theſe Poſſeſſions, - 


but "their Confidence, which they are defirous of acquiring. 


Beſides, their Fligh Mightineſſes Subjects have already 
experienced to their Sorrow how little fuch Promiſes. 
are to be depended upon, by the numberleſs Oppreſ- | 


ſtons and Exactions which * ſuffer from his Maje- | 


"I'S 
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7 Troops d the. Promiſe, of Reſtitution, of 
"Towns and Countries that have, been invaded, .is.as 
little to be relyed ON. a8 the reſt; ſince, according do 


| his Majeſty's own, Declaration, it is reſtrained to his 


expreis Pcrigd and Condition, That "he id Reſtitu- 
tion ſhail on! / be made, as /oqn as the 3 Provinces 
ſhall have | ve clear Proofs of their no 1 eee 


Succouſs o all Kuds to ihe . Enemies. of 


Croton; and coulequently, this Reſtitution. is ogy — 


be expected, unieſs their: High Mightineſſes renounce 


the Engagements which they 2 — contracted with 
their Als: 5 Which would be Injuſtice itſelf; and is 
the very Thing to which it has — Their principal 
Study to brut the Republick from the Beginning. 
Inſomuch that "Icy end in the very ſame Manner as 
they began ; only With this Difference, that in caſe 
their High Mightineſſes do not. ſubmit Themſelves, in 
this to His Marty's s Will, it is now reſolved to HA: 
due the Republick. Rn 
Their High Mightineſſes. bad thus 8 


their Anſwer to M. De la Fille's ſaid Memorial and. i its 


annexed Declaration, when. very unexpectedly: 
received that Mimiſter's 3 Memorial, With 2 
farther. Declaration af bis Moſt. Chriſtian "Majeſty. 
But they have found nothing in it, that requires any 
new Anſwer ; This ſecond 1 tion being entirely 
of a Piece with the firſt, and tending only, on the one 
Hand, to inculcate afreſh His Majeſty's Inclination 
to a General Pacification, whilſt, mir in it a- 
gain lays before Their High Mightineſies, a Denun- 
ciation no. leſs diſagreeable than the Firſt, via, hu 
they deſign to go on with the committing of Hoftilities and 
Pale gainſt he Republick 325 erritery, W the ame 
Foot as Beere. 
Their High Mighti tes define, nothing more MES; 
dendy, chan to reccive Proofs of the ——— of His 
0 ſty's Intentionꝭ in fayour of a General Peace, and- 
to e 775 Effects, that his Majeſty is, in 
Earneſt, mare affected with the Publick Cala- 
mis, under which ſo many N 
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on of their Liberty and Religion, and eve DAY. thing 
7 


tent upon pon His own A ggrah > 
| "*Mightinefles are perfuaded, that their Allics have * 


Tame Sentiments; and that they are very far from be- 


| by inflexible on this Head, as it is advanced in the 


Declaration. But it is not enough to make Pro- 
teſtations in Genetal Terms. No ing but Actions 
and Effects, es by a juſt Modefation, can en- 
able to form a Judgment of inward Sincerity; and of 
Theſe their Hieh ightineſſes and their Allies have 
Hitherto had but little Experience, Neither is fo ſalu- 
ary an End to be attained by preſcribing the Ingredi- 
ents of a General Pacification according to private De- 
Hires and Caprice: much lefs by methods of Violence; 
eſpecially when they are employed againft an innocent 
Republick, who from the Beginning of the Troubles 
to this Day, hag deſired nothing but a juſt and Rea- 
fanible Peace, and who has not given fo much as the 
Shade w of à lawful Reaſon for being treated in ſuch a 
manner.—- Violence can naturally produce nothing but 
Violence; and Efniity muſt certainly rife Enmity -; 
fo that as long as on a dee created 

have been itherto, ey m Neceſſi 
fell the 1 5 4 Y 
In ſuch a Juncture then, their High Mightineſſes, 
bored by Neceſſity on the one Side, and on the other. 


by the indiſpenſable - of employing” thoſe Means i 


which God and Nature have put in their” Hands, in 
the Defence of their Secs and for the Pg 


elle that is dear to them; and pu ee . uſt in 
the Juſtice of their Caufe, and in the Succour and Al- 


ſiſtance of Almighty God, who has ſo often miracu- 


touſly delivered them out of the Hands of their E. 
nemies, are firmly reſolyed to venture their Fortunes, 
their Lives, and every Thing without Exception, to 
the very laſt Evfretny „ in 25 lauful Defence; and 
to make Uſe of the Ni ht Which ! Maße S ] é 
Conduct gives them, of acting by Way of eprifal, 
as de acts towards chem, and Sonſecently of cutting 
off difpatinggg: and a obſtruBting, where-ever it mm 
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. 
8 
7 


1 1230 ; 
be in their Power, all the Reſources which may fur. 


niſh his Majeſty the means of continuing his Invaſion 
of the Republick, with ſuperior Forces. As to the 
reſt, their High Mightineſſes declare, that in acting 


thus, it is no more their Intention to break. with his 
Majeſty, than it is -his Majeſty's Intention to break. 
with them; but that whiat they do, is meerly in order to 
oppoſe the Injuſtice which is done to them and their 
Subjects in ſo flagrant and affecting a manner.---Their 
High Mightineſſes ſhall however always be ready and 
willing to contribute to the Re-eſtabliſhment of the 
publick Tranquillity, and of a General Peace, as what 
they have at all Times ſincerely wiſhed fox upon juſt 
= reaſonable Conditions. 4 2 | 
And it is farther reſolved, that a Copy of this An- 
J. ſwer ſhall be ſent to all the Miniſters of the Republick 
at Foreign Courts, with Orders to communicate the 
ſame to Thoſe Courts where they reſpectively reſide; 
begging the ſaid Courts to take into Conſideration the 
dangerous Situation into Which the Republick is now 
brought, and the pernicious Maxims, in Conſequence 
of which ſhe is threatened by the King of France with 
Slavery and total Ruin; and of what unbappy Conſe- 
quence it would be to all the Powers in Europe, if 
; they ſhould ſuffer ſuch Maxims to be eftabliſhed :----- 
Conjuring them by the Intereſt they have in their own 
Liberty and Preſervation, and in that of all Europe, 
to conſider this their High Mightineſſes Anſwer, and 
the Declaration it contains, as extorted from them by 
the extreme Neceſſity to which they are reduced for 
their own Defence, and that of their Subjects ; and 
entreating them to join and aſſiſt their High Mighti- 
neſſes in oppoling the Calamities with which the Re- 
publick is ſo unjuſtly threatened, and the Conſequences. 
which all other Powers muſt apprehend therefrom. 
And a CF of this Anſwer ſhall likewiſe be ſent to 
the Council of State, to the reſpective Colleges of Ad- 


miralty, to the Directors of the Eaſt and Weſt India 
Companies, and farther where it ſhall be neceſſary; 

1 ſignifying ta them at the ſame Time, that their High 
5 | | Migghtineſſes 
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